
Bringing the “Good News” to Saint Catherine’s 
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Lexi Steven 

News Reporter  

     As you’ve probably 

noticed, a new St. Catherine 

painting has been added to 

the others in the lobby of 

the school. But do you really 

know all the meaning behind 

the paintings? Linda Wallace 

hand painted all three 

paintings, highlighting 

important events in Saint 

Catherine’s life. Other than 

creating beautiful scenery in 

the lobby, these paintings 

have several small details 

with great meaning.   

     The newest, and final 

painting of Saint Catherine, 

shows when she received 

the stigmata. Other than the main event happening in the 

painting, there are many details that reveal other information 

and meaning. 

     Wallace explains that everything in the painting has a reason, 

and she tried to make it very exact.  

     “I do as much research as I can to make it as true as possible,” 

said Wallace. 

     If you look through the window of the church, there is the 

Leaning Tower of Pisa, which reveals where the event took place.  

     Most paintings of this miracle do not feature Saint Catherine 

by the communion rail. But Wallace made sure to, because Saint 

Catherine received the stigmata after communion. 

     Several parts of the church in the painting were inspired by 

plans for the new church. The columns, for example, are what 

the ones in the future church will look like. The candlestick 

holders are also the same ones that will be used. If you look 

closely on the alter in the painting, you will see a quatrefoil, our 

school symbol! 

     After a total of about a year, Wallace has successfully captured 

three beautiful events in Saint Catherine’s life, though she claims 

she wasn’t the only one working.   

     “I feel most of it was the Holy Spirit,” she explains.  

     But those are not all the paintings we will have in the lobby, 

there will be eight more coming! Those will feature 8 other 

saints, which will accent the main three of Saint Catherine. Next 

time you go into the lobby, be sure to take a closer look at the 

paintings and see if you can find any more details! 

Wallace Finishes Third Saint Catherine Painting 

The top picture is Wallace’s most recent painting.  Her first, depicting St. Catherine’s 

vision of Heaven, and second, her receiving the ring from Jesus, are middle and below.  
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Braden Beasley 

Sports Reporter 

 

     This year’s Catholic School’s Week was suc-

cess once again.  It started on January 28 and 

ended on February 2.  This was another great 

year involving our new kindergarten students. 

     First, we started off on Sunday by students 

wearing their school uniforms to Mass, to 

show the parish appreciation for funding our 

school. 

     Second, we started the week of school by 

wearing a t-shirt with sweats or jeans, but on-

ly if you brought $1 to donate to Walk in Sis-

ter’s Shoes. The pre-registration for the next 

year also started. 

     The third day was team apparel day, to cel-

ebrate all the American teams which includes 

the teams you play for. 

     Thursday was Grandparents Mass, which 

went very well, with over 800 people that 

attended, including students.  After Mass, the 

students went with their grandparents over to 

the school to check out the classroom and the 

brand-new painting by Mrs. 

Wallace.  They also got to 

enjoy either banana bread 

or pumpkin-chocolate chip, 

and a specialty for the 

grandparents was coffee or 

lemon water.  It ended in a 

success for the grandpar-

ents and the students and 

we hope all the grandpar-

ents will come back next 

year. 

     The final day of Catholic 

School’s Week was a spirit 

dress day because it was 

the first Friday of the 

month.  We were also 

joined for adoration by a Catholic Monk from 

the Children of Catholic Hope.  We prayed to 

God for about 45 minutes.  After the 45 

minutes were up, the students got their 

throats blessed for St. Blaise’s feast day cele-

bration.  For a special treat during the classes 

P.E./ Music time, students got to play with 

bouncy houses and other blow ups in the gym. 

     That wraps up the Catholic School’s Week 

for 2017-2018. 
      
      

Scholar’s Bowl and Religion Bowl Teams Gain Experience 

Noah Holtzman 

News Reporter 

     You might have heard of Religion Bowl or 

Scholar’s Bowl, but you might not have heard 

how St. Catherine’s stacked up against the 

other schools. Religion Bowl and Scholar’s Bowl 

are two friendly competitions where all the 

Catholic Schools compete against one another 

for bragging rights. 

     In the Religion Bowl, teams consisting of four 

players per round are asked a variety of 

questions about the Catholic faith. St. 

Catherine’s team included Noah Holtzman, 

Tyler Rump, Michael Vo, Chloe Webb and Lexie 

Zachman. The team had a rough time, winning 

only two of nine rounds, but they still enjoyed 

the experience.  

     “We did okay. We didn’t win very many, but 

a lot of the other teams were a lot more 

experienced,” remarked Lexie Zachman.  “I had 

a lot of fun and I think I will do it again next 

year.”  

     In the Scholar’s Bowl, teams consisting of 

four players are asked a variety of 

questions from all subjects, including 

sports.  St. Catherine’s 7th grade team 

team included Nicole Powell, Keira 

Ronsick, Tyler Rump, Sidney Sheern, 

and Lexie Zachman.  The Scholar’s 

Bowl team did pretty well in their last 

meet.  

     “We did better than we normally 

do. We won three and lost three,” said 

Sidney Sheern. “Some of the teams 

were really good. Like the Collegiate 

kids were really good at math.  I had a 

lot of fun and I think I’ll do it again 

next year.” 

     While St. Catherine’s might not 

have gained bragging rights this year, 

they did gain valuable experience and 

the teams are excited to participate 

again next year.   
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Matthew Neice 

News Reporter  

     As you know, a few 

weeks ago we celebrated 

Catholic Schools’ Week. 

The Friday before that, the 

26th of January we had our 

school-wide spelling bee. 

We had many great con-

testants, but only one 

could be the winner. Keira 

Ronsick was the winner of 

our school-wide spelling 

bee, with Neil Goebel who 

took second place. Ronsick has won the school 

spelling bee four times, which means she has 

also been to the Diocesan Spelling Bee four 

times. This most recent time, she was victori-

ous!  She won the Diocesan Spelling Bee, out-

spelling the other contestants from around the 

diocese! Her final words in the Diocesan 

Spelling Bee were, interpolated and pulmo-

nary. And we asked her how she did it. 

     “I started studying the spelling bee words at 

the beginning of January for about 30 minutes 

a night,” said Ronsick. “At first I was nervous 

about going to the Diocesan Spelling Bee, but 

after I won it, I felt relaxed and excited that I 

made it so far and 

won.” 

     Now she is 

waiting for next 

year when she can 

hopefully get an-

other win for the 

school. 

Father Dan turns 60, celebrates with Parish 

The History of Valentine’s Day 

Ronsick Wins Diocesan Spelling Bee 

Keira Ronsick 
Feature Reporter  

      

     On Friday, February 16th, the students of St. 

Catherine of Siena helped Fr. Dan Spexarth 

celebrate his 60th birthday.  Though some of 

them thought he was still in his late 50's, it is 

true that he turned 60 the following Saturday.  

Along with the parishioners of the parish, the 

Spexarth family came from all over the coun-

try to help celebrate the birth of our pastor. 

     Fr. Dan was born on February 17, 1958, in 

Colwich, Kansas.  He lived with his 5 brothers 

and 2 sisters, along with his parents on a large 

farm.  He entered the seminary at the age of 

14 and did not return home until he graduated 

as a priest at the age of 26.  He has served as a 

priest at six parishes, including St. Thomas 

Aquinas, the Cathedral, and finally, St. Cathe-

rine of Siena.  He has spent 10 birthdays with 

us since then. 

     Father Dan doesn't like surprise parties, so 

he planned his own celebration!  His nephew 

and godson, Fr. Aaron Spexarth, came to help 

him celebrate Mass, and his parents, brothers, 

and sisters also came to celebrate with the 

birthday priest.  All the adults of the Parish 

were also invited, and the celebration was 

filled with great food, laughter, and fun for 

everyone who attended. 

     The party was a huge, and fun, success.  It is 

amazing to see just how many people will vol-

unteer their time for Fr. Dan.  He has turned 

60 with the great gift of family and friends, the 

greatest gift of all. 
                                                  

Gabe Hartwell 

Sports Reporter 

 

     Everyone knows about Valentine’s Day, but 

did you know the history of it? Valentine’s Day, 

or a version of it called Lupercalia, started in a 

Roman town where there was a festival held in 

mid- February. The Christians changed it to be 

a holiday held for St. Valentine in mid-

February.  

     Not much is known about St. Valentine, but 

there were multiple men named Valentine 

who became saints. Most people think it was 

the Valentine that did secret marriages, and 

who was sentenced to death after Emperor 

Claudius II banned men getting married. He 

thought single men made better soldiers.  

     Later, Pope Gelasius declared February 14th 

Valentine’s Day to honor the kind-hearted St. 

Valentine, at the end of the 5th century. It 

wasn’t until the 1300s when the holiday 

actually was associated with love.  

Champion Keira 

Ronsick and her 

cousin Ethan, an 8th 

grade student from 

Holy Spirit.  Ethan 

also competed in 

the Diocesan Bee. 

Father Dan’s Birthday Celebration Father Dan cuts his cake. 
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Pyeongchang, South Korea Host 2018 Winter Olympics 

 

What are Those Events? 
Connor McKinney 

Feature Reporter 

     The Winter Olympics will be held this year 

Pyeongchang, South Korea, where the best 

winter Olympians will be competing to be the 

best in the world. People know the common 

Olympic events, like hockey, speed skating, and 

figure skating. But not all people know about 

the less popular events, like curling, biathlon, 

luge, and skeleton. When some people see 

these certain events, they might not think it is 

interesting, but these can really be cool to 

watch. 

     We will start off with curling, which is a 

game on the ice that is very popular in Canada 

and Scotland. There are ten rounds and each 

team throws 8 rocks or the sliders per round. 

They try to get their rock as close to the center 

as possible while trying to knock the other 

teams away at the same time. The USA men’s 

team won the gold medal for the first time ever 

in this event this year! 

     Next is biathlon which is an event 

where the Olympians compete in a two-

part event, cross country skiing and 

shooting. They ski a course, then shoot 

at a target multiple times and if they 

miss they do a 150-meter penalty lap.  

     Finally are the events of luge and skel-

eton, which are very similar. They consist 

of sliding down an ice, curvy course.  In 

luge they go about 90 miles an hour, 

while in skeleton they only go about 80 

miles an hour. The only difference is in 

luge, they go feet first, while in skeleton, 

they go head first.  

     That is all for the less popular Winter 

Olympics. Next time you are watching 

the Olympics, make sure to watch the 

events you usually wouldn’t watch be-

cause they can be very interesting.  

    

Taylor Carson 

Feature Reporter      

The Winter Olympics are a series on events 

that are held in different countries every 4 

years.  This year, the Olympics were held in 

Pyeongchang, South Korea, with a total of 

2,952 athletes competing.   Countries are 

sending 1 to 244 athletes to compete this year 

for different events.                                                                                                                    

     On January 25th, 1924 the first ever Winter 

Olympics started in Chamonix, France. The 

original name for the Winter Olympics was the 

International Winter Sports Week, and they 

were held in association with the Summer 

Olympics which were held in Paris. There was a 

total of 258 people, 247 men and 11 women, 

from 16 total nations competing in a total of 18 

events.  That year, Finland and Norway 

dominated, winning 

28 out of the 43 

medals awarded that 

year.                                                                                                               

     This year, the 

woman’s hockey 

team for United 

States beats their 

rivals, the Canadians, 

for the gold. It’s been 

twenty years since 

the US has beat them 

for the gold.  This 

year was a good year 

for all of the countries, with Norway taking 

home the most medals for this year.                                                                                          

The United States team at the Opening Ceremony of the 2018 Winter Olympics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From top to 

bottom: 

Curling, 

Biathalon, 

Luge, 

Skeleton. 
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7th Boys Take Second Place Again 

8th Grade Boys Finish Careers at St. Catherine 

Braden Beasley 

Sports Reporter 

     The 8th Grade boys’ basketball team started the end of season 

tournament strong, winning their first game. They beat St. Mary’s, 

winning 43-37.  In this game they played very well together and as a 

team. 

     “We improved on our shooting and rebounding,” said Carter 

Hageman.  

     The team lost in their second game playing SEAS, which ended their 

hopes and chances of getting to the championship.  This was going to be 

a tough game, as SEAS was second in the tournament standings with a 

regular season record of 9-1. 

     “It was going to be a hard game going against SEAS because they 

have been playing together year-round and play well as a team,” said 

Hageman.  

     We are proud of our 8th Grade boys for their seasons here at St. 

Catherine of Siena and we wish them luck next year as they move on 

to high school. 

Brett Filby 

Sports Reporter 

     The 7th Grade Boys team had a terrific end to their season finishing in 

second place. It all started off against a good Blessed Sacrament team. 

They started slow, so slow that they only scored 7 points in 17 minutes. 

They would end up winning that game 54-51.  It was tight, but they 

ended up getting some clutch shots at the end. 

        Then, they played a great Collegiate team after already losing to 

them in the regular     season.  They ended up beating them this time 

though, 56-54. The only reason they beat them        though was because 

of Zack Steven making 2 free throws with 1.3 seconds left .  

      “That was my favorite part of the tournament, beating Collegiate,” 

said Connor McKinney.  

     After beating Collegiate, they had to play St. Thomas.  They lost to 

this same team last year in the championship game as well. They 

started great with only being behind 3 points at half time. But then, 

playing back to back games in one night finally caught up to them.                                                                                                     

     “We were tired after our first game,” said Braden Beasley. 

       Although playing a tight game, St. Thomas would win the 

championship.  The Saints were not disappointed about their great 

season, finishing with a 10-3 record, which was better than last year. 

The Saints are ready to get there next year though. They were still 

happy with their place in the tournament though they didn’t win.  GO 

SAINTS! 



6th Grade Boys Improve Through Season 

6th Grade Hopes to Improve Over Summer 

Zachary Steven 

Sports Reporter 

     The sixth-grade boys had a difficult season, 

being their first season, but as they have more 

experience with they will become better as a 

team. With a 3-5 record going into the 

tournament, they started off by playing St. 

Francis. With a tough lost of 43-59, they came 

back and beat Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton (SEAS) 

with a score of 56-42. 

     “I thought we did good going into the 

tournament,” said Garrett Chavez.  “I thought 

we could have done better against St. Francis 

though.” 

     Mikey Brand told the team going into the 

tournament to try their best and have fun. 

     Even though they did not have a lot of 

experience this year, they played well. Even 

though they got out in the tournament, they 

will be ready for whatever come at them next, 

because the will have more experience.   

     “Hopefully we will have a full team next 

year,” said 

Chavez. 

     “We played 

our best as a 

team in the 

tournament,” 

said Thomas 

Martinez.   

     Hopefully 

next year they 

will place in 

the 

tournament 

and help our 

school go 

down as one 

of the most 

athletic 

Catholic schools in the Wichita Diocese.    

Gabe Hartwell 

Sports Reporter 

     The 6th grade boys white team finished up 

their first season recently.  We asked two of the 

players a few questions on how the postseason 

tournament went for them.  

     “The games we played were tough, but we 

gave a good effort,” said Isidore Suter-Doeden.  

     They ended up having to play with four 

players, which is always tough to do, and they 

still won. However, they got knocked out of 

their tournament run unfortunately.  

     “Our last game we got a little frustrated with 

each other and that was a factor in the early 

loss,” said Jacob Sill.  

     “Although it was a rough season we 

improved a ton, and I will be playing over the 

summer to keep improving,” said Suter-

Doeden.  

     “I will be back next year for a hopefully 

better season,” said Sill.  

     Both of them will play for their own choice 

of club team over the summer and look 

forward to next year’s season. 
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